PHIKWE GOLF CLUB

The beginnings of this club coincided with the construction of the copper nickel
mine, BCL in 1971/2. The golf club was formed by some bored mine workers as
a pastime. At the start the golf course consisted of a few holes before they grew
to 9 holes, and eventually 18 in 1974.

A building left behind by the contractors who built the Selebi-Phikwe power
station (Gibbs camp) was taken over and was turned into a makeshift
clubhouse. The facilities may have been basic but there was joy among the
town’s golfers who no longer had to meet under the trees.
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Phikwe Golf Club house

With time the facility grew to become a registered club with a licensed bar, and
obtained a lease from the Town Council.

The Clubhouse shapes Phikwe lifestyle

The major development that turned Phikwe Golf Club into a venue that host
Botswana Golf Union events was the building of the present clubhouse. It was
made possible largely through the generosity of certain pair of Irish building
contractors known as Tony and Mike.

In a small town like Selebi Phikwe it is important that facilities are developed to
support the life of town and Phikwe Golf Club can be proud of its contribution.
Many families have been helped to settle in their new home by the access to the
course, the swimming pool and the social life of the club.
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Early development of the club

From the start white expatriates constituted a big chunk of the membership. The
club would stage a popular annual event dubbed the international competition,
where members formed national teams of six. The locals(Batswana) were so few
that they could not raise a team and had to be absorbed into other national

teams!

The locals participation improved when several members sponsored citizen
golfers resulting in the emergence of nucleus of talent to sow the seeds for an
increasing number of competent Selebi-Phikwe based players.

Johannes Moilwa, from the caddie development fromt  he Phikwe Golf Club putting on the
green.

Dale Hayes was here ..

A perhaps surprising feature of the early life of the club was the number of
professionals who came to play including Dale Hayes who now hosts the premier
golf programme on a South African Television Channel. Simon Hobday was
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another professional who used to live in this town an played golf here. Hobday
was a PGU golfer who went on to win the US open on the seniors Tour.

The future of the club

The future of the club rests very largely in the hands of its citizen members who
have increasingly taken on committee work. The first citizen club chairman was
elected in 2006/7. Phikwe Golf Club has struggled financially for the last 10
years or so as the golfing population in Selebi Phikwe has declined. However,
numbers have stabilized recently.

Phikwe Golf Club committee members, B. Mutuli (Far left), C. Higgins (middle) and G. Tjitjo
also the Botswana Golf Union executive committee me mber

The success of the golf club is tied the long term future of the BCL mine. With
copper doing well in the international markets there is hope that one day this
course could be improved with the greens instead of its historical browns.
Nonetheless the club continues to supply players for the national trials and talent
continues to emerge at the club.mbers: Dion Frost, Johan Velange, Nico Van
Rensburg
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Phikwe Golf Club swimming area
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